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1 – Brief description of the book

The tuning of Oracle SQL is more important than any other area of Oracle tuning, and proper tuning of SQL statements can dramatically improve the performance of an entire Oracle database.  Unfortunately, many Oracle professionals do not know the correct method to ensure that their SQL is optimally tuned.

This comprehensive guide to Oracle SQL will be valuable to all Oracle professionals who must write SQL statements.  This text will direct the reader through all of the SQL tuning steps and provide expert tips and techniques for tuning any type of SQL.  

Topics will include a detailed discussion of Oracle’s optimizer modes, techniques for displaying the execution plan for SQL, and a wealth of methods improving the performance of any SQL statement.  This book takes a very complex and technical task and explains each SQL tuning step in plain, easy to understand methods. 

2 – Brief description of the product or technology

Oracle SQL is required anytime data is requested from an Oracle database.  Because Oracle SQL is a “declarative” language, the user only needs to specify the data columns they want, the tables that contain the data, and any constraints on the data.  Because of the innate power of SQL, it is possible to write an identical query in many forms, each with widely varying performance. This book show how to take any SQL statement, view the internal execution plan, and change the execution plan to improve the performance of the statement.  This is an exciting topic that can greatly improve the performance of any Oracle database.

3 – Audience

This book has a very broad reader base encompassing almost all Oracle professionals.  This text will become indispensable to Oracle developers, Oracle programmers, DBA’s, and anyone who must write SQL statements.

4 – Outstanding Features of the book

This book incorporates proven techniques for identifying offensive SQL statements and tuning the statements for optimal performance.  All of the techniques in this book use standard Oracle utilities, so no special products are required to tune any SQL statement.  This text will be comprehensive, covering every aspect of SQL tuning from a simple SELECT statement to a complex non-correlated Subquery.  This text also includes expert tips and techniques that have been developed by the author that will dramatically improve SQL performance.

5 – Outline for the book

Oracle SQL – The Definitive Guide
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6 - Competition

At this time, there is only one book that addresses Tuning Oracle SQL:

Oracle SQL High-Performance Tuning – Guy Harrison- Prentice Hall

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0136142311/o/qid=978443500/sr=8-2/ref=aps_sr_b_1_2/107-8417808-2626108
The major shortcoming of the Harrison book is that it is poorly organized and attempts to go beyond the stated goal of Oracle SQL tuning.  The main part of the book ends after 330 pages, and nearly 150 pages of “fluff” have been added to the end of the book.

It is also important to note that books on PL/SQL tuning books are quite different than SQL tuning books.  SQL is limited to the language that is used to access the Oracle database, whereas the PL/SQL book address the PL/SQL procedural language, which is not concerned with the SQL that is embedded inside the PL/SQL.

7 – The Market

As the author of ten database books, I am always looking for a strong market demand.  I have seen a huge demand from the Oracle community for detailed information about tuning Oracle SQL.

Oracle MetaLink forums contain thousands of posting from Oracle DBAs and developers with questions about how to optimizer their SQL statements.  There are very few comprehensive sources for expert advice on SQL tuning.  

Because of the generalized techniques and comprehensive nature of this book, it is sure to be very popular both with Oracle DBAs and developers.

8 – Schedule

This book can be completed within 120 days from the signing of the contract.  The author has already been working with tuning SQL for many years, and can quickly generate an outstanding book.  The projected start time is April 2001, with deliver of the completed manuscript in September 2001.

9 – Book Size

This book will run about 450-600 pages, using standard CRC Press page sizes.  
10 - About the Author

Mac Hopkins has 20 years of full-time experience as a database administrator and has written 9 books on database management.  Mac is also Editor-in-Chief of Oracle Internals, a popular Oracle journal, and he has published more than 60 articles in national database magazines.

Mac has been tuning Oracle SQL since the first releases of Oracle, and has gathered a wealth of knowledge about Oracle SQL and how to make SQL execute in an optimal fashion.


11 - Sample text

 This is taken from one of Mac Hopkins’s articles on SQL tuning.

Once the environment, instance, an objects, have been tuned the Oracle administrator can then focus on what is probably one of the most important single aspects of Oracle tuning; tuning the individual SQL statements that access the database.













